
Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Localize your welcome page….
Explain who DEA is and what we do
Here to talk about the threat to our community from counterfeit pills and fentanyl





The drug overdose crisis is a clear and 
present public safety, public health, and 

national security threat.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are here today to talk about the drug overdose crisis.  It is one of the greatest threats to the safety, health and well-being in every community across America.   

DEA is doing everything it can to keep dangerous and deadly drugs out of your community, but we need your help.  We need you to be educated about the dangers of today’s drugs.  As we will discuss, some of these drugs are so lethal that experimenting with them just one time – could be deadly.    




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Every day we see news headlines from communities are across this country of those lost to a drug overdose.  Each of these headlines represents a human life lost; a mother, father, sister, brother, aunt, or uncle. In the past year, more than 107,000 people died from a drug overdose, that is, on average, 294 people lost every day (if applicable reference the crowd – that is as many people as in here, twice as many, a fraction, etc.)  




Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Overdose Deaths

31% involved psychostimulants, 
primarily methamphetamine67% involved synthetic 

opioids, primarily fentanyl
> 107,000

Drug overdose deaths over 
the last year
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Overdose deaths
Majority of overdose deaths are from opioids
The majority of opioid deaths are from synthetic opioids, like fentanyl



The record quantities of 
fentanyl that DEA seized 
in 2021 are enough to 
kill every American.



Potentially Lethal 
Dose of Fentanyl
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This is approximately 2 milligrams of Fentanyl and considered to be a lethal dose of fentanyl. 

Fentanyl is 50 times more potent than heroin and 100 times more potent than morphine.  

The fentanyl driving this crisis isn’t just sold in counterfeit pills.  Dealers are mixing fentanyl with other illicit drugs to make their product go further and increase their profits. 




PUBLIC SAFETY ALERT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In September 2021, DEA took the unusual step of issuing a Public Safety Alert to warn the American public about the alarming increase in lethality and availability of fake prescription pills containing fentanyl and methamphetamine.

DEA does not issue Public Safety Alerts often.  As a matter of fact, prior to this alert the last one issued was over six years ago and it was to call attention to the dangers associated with fentanyl when it was first emerging as a dangerous and deadly threat.     





Most Common Counterfeit Pills

Oxycontin® Adderall® Xanax®

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of the most common counterfeit pills are made to look like prescription opioids such as oxycodone, hydrocodone (Vicodin), alprazolam (Xanax) and stimulants like amphetamines such as Adderall.

Fake prescription pills are widely accessible and often sold on social media and e-commerce platforms, making them available to anyone with a smartphone.



Authentic Oxycodone

Fake Oxycodone
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Let me ask you, which of these pills do you think is real?  And which is the fake?






Authentic Xanax

Fake Xanax
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Presentation Notes

How about this picture?

Xanax
Real – top
Counterfeit - Bottom

The fact of the matter is, counterfeit pills appear nearly identical to legitimate prescription medications.

If you did not get a pill from a licensed physician or pharmacist there is no way of telling whether a pill is legitimate or counterfeit.  Even that pill your friend gives you for your headache or back pain – there is no way to tell whether they contain fentanyl or methamphetamine.  Even if someone tells you it is Oxycodone, Vicodin or Adderall you can’t trust them, unless it came from a pharmacist.  

Expect it to be counterfeit – drug traffickers are preying on our dependence on pills and will market certain products as legitimate medications when they contain none of the active ingredients of those medications.   





Medical grade fentanyl laboratory
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Medical grade fentanyl is made in a clean controlled laboratory, like this one, with strict regulations and taken in hospitals or nursing homes under strict medical care.




Illicit fentanyl laboratory
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But we aren’t talking about medical grade fentanyl.  
We are talking about illicit fentanyl made in places like jungles, and warehouses, and garages.

There is no quality control in these operations.  There is also no regard for human lives.  There is no telling how much fentanyl will end up in one pill.  
 



Photo Courtesy: Phoenix Field Division

Shelf contains 
approximately 
1.2 Million 
Fentanyl Pills
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DEA and its law enforcement partners are seizing deadly fake pills at record rates. 
�In 2021 more than 20 million fake pills were seized, which is more than what was seized in 2019 and 2020 combined.

The number of DEA seized fake pills with fentanyl has jumped nearly 430 percent since 2019, which is a staggering increase.

Fake pills have been seized by DEA in every state – so if you don’t think they are here in our community you are wrong.  
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DEA laboratory testing indicates 42 percent, or roughly four out of every ten fentanyl pills tested, contain a potentially lethal dose of fentanyl.

Remember, there are no regulations on these pills –fentanyl is literally being added to other products and mixed up and pressed into pills (think of mixing/baking).  There is no telling if a pill contains trace amounts, a lethal dose, or twice the lethal dose of fentanyl.
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As we have discussed 2 milligrams is considered a potentially lethal dose. Today, the average dose in pills tested at our DEA labs is 2.2 milligrams, which is over the lethal dose.  That is up from 1.8 milligrams (below a lethal dose) in 2019.




Additional Threat: Access
Fake Rx pills are easily accessible & often sold on social media & 
e-commerce platforms; available to anyone with a smartphone.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Social media sites, popular with high schoolers and young adults to share stories and pictures, have also become popular platforms for drug trafficking organizations who use the sites to sell their illicit drugs.



Additional Threat: Access
Monitoring for suspicious text messages on social media or cash app posts 
could spark an important, and potentially life-saving, conversation.

Popular Emoji 
Drug Codes
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Drug traffickers and those seeking these drugs are using a whole language of emojis on social media to communicate about selling and buying these drugs.

Monitoring for suspicious text messages on social media or cash app posts could spark an important, and potentially life-saving, conversation.

DEA works with social media and internet companies to provide information that will help them better understand how dangerous drug traffickers operate in their space.





We Need Your Help
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DEA has launched “One Pill Can Kill” awareness campaign. Please help us spread the word.

Educate the general public about the dangers associated with fake pills.

Connect people with information and resources related to fake pills, fentanyl, and methamphetamine in an effort to drive down overdose deaths.

Partner with local, state and federal law enforcement, prevention and public health organizations to elevate the awareness of these dangerous and potentially deadly counterfeit pills.






Awareness Campaign

Know the dangers and 
accessibility of deadly 
drugs online. 
• Never take medicine that wasn’t 

prescribed to you by your own doctor. 
• Talk to your family and friends about the 

danger of buying drugs online.
• Spread the word that One Pill Can Kill. 

www.dea.gov/onepill
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Encourage people to only use medications as they are prescribed to them by a licensed medical provider and dispensed by a trusted pharmacy.

Remind people to protect themselves from diversion by securing their prescription medications and cleaning out their medicine cabinets at least twice a year.

Key Messages
The drug overdose crisis in the United States is a clear and present public health, public safety, and national security threat.
One Pill Can Kill. Don’t take this warning lightly. It only takes one counterfeit pill, with a lethal dose of fentanyl, to kill you.
Only take medications that were prescribed to you by a trusted medical professional and dispensed by a licensed pharmacist.
Transnational Drug Trafficking Organizations have capitalized on the opioid epidemic and prescription drug misuse by flooding the United States with mass quantities of counterfeit prescription pills.
DEA will continue its mission to target the most dangerous individuals and organizations who are causing harm in our neighborhoods and communities; we are dedicated to reducing drug-related violence; and we must do our part to lower drug overdose deaths.
Social media sites, popular with high schoolers and young adults, to share stories and pictures have also become popular platforms for drug trafficking organizations who use the sites to sell their illicit drugs.
DEA works with social media and internet companies to provide information that will help them better understand how dangerous drug traffickers operate in their space.
The best way to affect supply is to reduce demand. One of the best ways to reduce demand is through education and awareness.




www.dea.gov/onepill
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If you scan this QR code it will take you right to our online resources. We encourage you to help us start and continue this important conversation. It’s never too early to talk to kids about the dangers of taking a pill that was not prescribed by a doctor and dispensed by a pharmacist.  It really only takes one of these fake pills, one time, to kill.

Thank you.
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